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 House and Senate committee
minutes are a valuable resource
for understanding the work that
goes into crafting legislation.
House standing committee minutes
in the Legislative Reference
Library collection from before 1973
have been scanned and are
available in the LRL's committee
minutes database. 

 

Scanned minutes, particularly from
earlier sessions, may also include
other committee documentation,
including agendas, exhibits,
hearing notices, press releases,
rules, testimony, transcripts, and
vote sheets. For example:

The 42nd Legislature's
House Committee on State
Affairs minutes from 1931,
which are the earliest House
minutes we have scanned. They are pasted in a composition book, complete with
attendance record and subcommittee rosters.
A 1971 brief of opposition submitted by the Kingsville Chamber of Commerce, to
the House Committee on Higher Education and the Senate Committee on State
Affairs, regarding a proposed University of South Texas.
Testimony, transcripts, and exhibits presented regarding investigations on alleged
improper lobbying for "right to work" legislation (1945), the state prison
system (1943), the State Department of Public Welfare (1943), and much more.
The House Committee on State Affairs' discussion of Daylight Savings Time,
per HB 275, 60R. 

The LRL database also allows users access to committee documents from House,
Senate, and Joint committees, 63rd–77th Legislatures (1973–2001), as well as to search
for minutes from the 78th–85th Legislatures that are available through Texas
Legislature Online.

 

The digitization of the Senate standing committee minutes prior to 1973 is in process.
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Image: On April 9, 1969, several leaders from the Baylor College of Medicine,
including Dr. Michael E. DeBakey, testified before the House and Senate's respective
State Affairs committees, offering possible solutions for the state's physician shortage.
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